Host plant relationship
The pattern of host utilization amongst the species of a particular group of phytophagous insects most probably reflects, in some way, the ecological and evolutionary strategies adopted by that lineage. Some groups have been, more or less, constrained during their evolutionary history and are associated only with particular group of plants, whereas other groups are coupled with a varied array of plants. Thus, it is imperative to know the host plant of a species in order to study its biology and to carry out any other biological experiments. Little is known about host plant relationship of Delhi Terebrantia, many species being known from too few specimens for any serious information to be available on their host plants and seasonality.
Most of the biologists describe a species as it has been found on such-and-such plant or plants without any indication of true host plant. This information is important from the point of where a species lives, but does not provide insight into its breeding preferences. Further, it has been noticed in most of the publications that such-and-such species is polyphagous without any information regarding the host plant in different seasons and different geographical areas.
Members of genus Scolothrips and Coleothrips are known as obligate predators and facultative predators, respectively. All the three species of Scolothrips from India are found in Delhi, but nothing is known about their host plants except that they are collected in very few numbers from members of family Poaceae. Whether these species of Scolothrips breed in grasses or they have been transported readily by winds is not clear. Coleothrips is represented by two species in Delhi (Coleothrips collaris & C. mongolicus) out of six in India. Coleothrips mongolicus (Pelikán, 1985) has been found breeding in the flowers of Matthiola incana (Cruciferae) as we have collected adults and immatures for two years but host plant of Coleothrips collaris is still not clear.
Frankliniella schultzei, which is one of the species that are vectors of Tospoviruses in India and worldwide, and has also been reported to be pollinator of chillies and pigeon pea, has been collected from 23 different plants in Delhi. Unfortunately, the actual host where it breeds it still not known from Delhi as well as from India.
CHECKLIST
This checklist is the result of investigations on material collected in field studies over the past six years as well as study of material already available from collections made in Delhi during the past four decades. Specimens of all of these species have been studied, and many of the species have been freshly collected during the present investigation. In India, 5 genera with 19 species are found (Bhatti 1990: 208 In India 18 genera with 31 species are found (Bhatti 1990: 208) . In Delhi this subfamily comprises 5 genera with 7 species: Astrothrips (1 species), Brevithrips (1 species), Caliothrips (3 species), Phibalothrips (1 species), and Rhipiphorothrips (1 species).
III.B.a. Genus Astrothrips Karny 1921. Astrothrips Karny, Treubia, 1(4): 215, 239. 1. Astrothrips stannardi . Astrothrips stannardi Bhatti, Thysanoptera Nova Indica, pp. 7-8.
